


































   Blueprint for Shivratri fair of Mandi Himachal Pradesh under the Scheme Safeguarding the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage and Diverse Cultural Tradition of India, sanctioned under Sanction Letter No. 28-6/ICH-

Scheme/23/2013-14/13638. Dated 31st March 2014. 

                                                                      INTRODUCTION                        

                                         The Night of Shiva---Shivratri of Mandi 

Himachal Pradesh is a land of Gods and fairs & festivals, Shiva is the Chief Deity of Himachal  apart of 

beautiful landscape, Lord Shiva and Shakti are the main deity of this Devbhumi and Shivratri is the 

biggest International  fair of Himachal Pradesh. It is said that in 1526, Raja Ajber Sen of Mandi heard 

the story of a cow offering milk on her own volition to a particular stone in a forest in Mandi. Lord 

Shiva is said to have appeared in the Raja’s dream and directed him to extricate the Shiva Linga that 

was buried at that site. Thereafter the Raja found the Shiva Linga at the indicated location, which he 

deified in a temple that he erected in 1526 at the place it was found. ‘Bhootnath Temple’ and started 

the observance of the Shivaratri festival at Mandi. Concurrent with this event the Raja shifted his 

capital from Bhiuli to Mandi. 

Bhootnath Temple, with an idol of a manifestation of God Shiva an ancient temple dated to the 1520s 

is synonymous with Mandi. It is in the heart of the town. The Nandi Shiva’s mount, faces the deity 

from the ornamented double-arched entrance. The festival of Shivaratri is the prime event at this 

temple , the temple is the focal point of the seven day festival. 

The Mandi Shivaratri fair is held as per Hindu calendar every year on the Krishnapaksha 13th day/13th 

night of the waning moon in the month of Phalguna. The festival’s popularity is widespread and hence 

is known as an International festival. In view of the large number of gods and goddesses that are 

invited to the festival from its 81 temples, Mandi town has the title of ‘Varanasi of the Hills’. 

Shivaratri festival is famous as the special fair transforms Mandi town into a venue of grand 

celebration when all gods and goddesses, more than 200 deities of the Mandi district assemble here, 

starting with the day of Shivaratri. Popularly known as the ‘cathedral of temples’ is one of the oldest 

towns of Himachal Pradesh with about 81 temples of different gods and goddesses in its periphery. 

The festival is centered on the protector deity of Mandi ‘Madho Rao’ Lord Vishnu and Lord Shiva of 

the Bhootnath temple in Mandi. 

The Shivaratri fair Mandi was started by Raja Ajber Sen, 300-400 years ago at Purani Mandi. Suraj Sen 

had 18 sons, all of whom died in his lifetime. Suraj Sen got a silver image crafted and named it Madho 

Rao to which he considered to be the King of the State of Mandi thereafter all the rulers had to serve 

the state as servants of Madho Rao and caretakers of the State. The illustrious Madho Rao made by 

the goldsmith Bhima in the year 1705 on Thursday, the 15th Phagan. This date corresponds to A.D. 

1648. 

King of Kangra Sansar Chand invaded Mandi state in 1792 taking its ruler Ishwari Sen Prisoner for 12 

years who was got released by Gurkha invaders who attacked Kangra and Mandi states. Gurkha 



invaders returned Mandi state to Ishwari Sen who received a warm reception when he returned to his 

State. King invited all hill deities and organized a grand function on his return and the occasion 

happened to be Shivaratri festival. It is believed that thereafter the practice of organizing such 

function during Shivratri continued year after year and is still in force. 

Himachal Pradesh is a land of Gods and fairs & festivals, Shiva is the chief deity of Himachal Pradesh. 

This festival is given the greatest importance even in temples all through Himachal Pradesh. On this 

occasion people bring Gods & Goddesses in their Raths. Devotees carry them on shoulders amidst 

melodious religious songs pay their homage to Lord Shiva at famous temple of Bhootnath in Mandi. 

Mandi Shivaratri Festival is an annual fair that is held for 7 days in the Mandi town 31.72 N 76.92 E of 

the Indian state of Himachal Pradesh. The Mandi Shivaratri festival is held as per Hindu calendar every 

year on the Krishnapaksha 13th day/13th night of the waning moon in the month of Phalguna. The 

festival’s popularity is widespread and hence is known as an international festival. Mandi Town has 

the title of ‘Varanasi’ of the Hills. It is a land of Gods and fairs & festivals an important part of hill 

culture. Almost every village is associated with this festival of Shivaratri. 

Mandi town, where the festival is held, was ruled by Raja Ajber Sen who was considered the first 

great ruler of Mandi State in the sixteenth century, since he not only combined the hereditary regions 

but also added to it by conquering new areas. Apart from his palace, he built the temple of Bhootnath  

for Shiva at the centre of the Mandi town, which is one of the two focal temples of the festival in the 

theocratic state that evolved during this period, worship of Shiva and related goddesses was 

dominant. However, the theocratic nature of the state received special emphasis when during Raja 

Suraj Sen’s reign; Vishnu worship also became integral to the State. Raja Suraj Sen (1664-1679) who 

did not have an heir, built the temple known as ‘Madhav Rai temple’ dedicated to a form of Lord 

Vishnu, as protector of Mandi, an elegant silver image was made by his goldsmith Bhima in the year 

1705, which was named ‘Madhav Rai’ and deified, and ordained as the King of the State of Mandi 

thereafter. Since then the rulers served the state as servants of Madho Rai and custodians of the 

State. Suraj Sen’s successors have also held the deity of the temple in great reverence. This god is 

represented with precedence over all other gods on various religious occasions. The theocratic nature 

of the people of the state is amply reflected during the ‘Mandi Shivratri Fair’. 

On the Shivratri day when the village gods are carried in palanquins or rathas to Mandi to pay homage 

to Madho Rai and the Raja, members of caste denominations such as Brahmin and Kshatriya carry 

their gods and goddesses by palanquins or on their back. It is an accepted practice that every deity 

that is brought to the festival visits Madho Rai temple first to pay obeisance to Lord Vishnu and then 

proceed to the palace in a colorful procession called the Shoba Yatra, known locally as ‘Zareb’ to 

honour the ruler. It is said that Madho Rai comes out of his temple only once a year on the Shivratri 

day and leads the procession. The ruler (Madho Rai) thereafter pay obeisance to Lord Shiva at 

Bhootnath temple where the main festival of Shivratri is held. The palanquins of the deities are 

swayed to the drum beats and folk music to indicate their happiness after visiting the temples of 

Vishnu and Shiva. 



There is pecking order that is maintained in the sequence of worship by the deities invited to the fair, 

based on rank and status. During all these festivities, it is said that Rishi Kamru Nag, God of rains, the 

presiding deity of the Maha Shivratri , after paying his obeisance to Madho Rai, moves to the Tarna 

Ma temple at the top of the Tarna Hill from where he watches the proceedings of the fair for seven 

days. 

The fair is also an occasion when local traders and people carry out brisk trade in local products such 

as wool, honey, walnut and ghee. The festivities promote handcrafted jewelers of the region.  

                                                                      CONCLUSION   

With the changing time and generation these fairs and festival are slowly vanishing we can preserve 

them with Video Documentation of this 7 days festival held in Mandi Himachal Pradesh 
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